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Meditations, Objections, and Replies - René Descartes 2006-03-30
This edition features reliable, accessible translations; useful editorial materials; and a straightforward
presentation of the Objections and Replies, including the objections from Caterus, Arnauld, and Hobbes,
accompanied by Descartes' replies, in their entirety. The letter serving as a reply to Gassendi--in which
several of Descartes' associates present Gassendi's best arguments and Descartes' replies--conveys the
highlights and important issues of their notoriously extended exchange. Roger Ariew's illuminating
Introduction discusses the Meditations and the intellectual environment surrounding its reception.
Discourse on Method and Related Writings - Rene Descartes 2000-03-01
"It is not enough to have a good mind; it is more important to use it well" René Descartes was a central
figure in the scientific revolution of the seventeenth century. In his Discourse on Method he outlined the
contrast between mathematics and experimental sciences, and the extent to which each one can achieve
certainty. Drawing on his own work in geometry, optics, astronomy and physiology, Descartes developed
the hypothetical method that characterizes modern science, and this soon came to replace the traditional
techniques derived from Aristotle. Many of Descartes’ most radical ideas—such as the disparity between
our perceptions and the realities that cause them—have been highly influential in the development of
modern philosophy. This edition sets the Discourse on Method in the wider context of Descartes’ work, with
the Rules for Guiding One’s Intelligence in Searching for the Truth (1628), extracts from The World (1633)
and selected letters from 1636-9. A companion volume, Meditations and Other Metaphysical Writings, is
also published in Penguin Classics.
Meditations and Other Metaphysical Writings - René Descartes 2003-08-28
Of all the works of the man claimed by many as the father of modern philosophy, the MEDITATIONS, first
published in 1641, must surely be Rene Descartes' masterpiece. This volume consists of not only a new
translation of the original Latin text and the expanded objections and replies, but also includes selected
correspondence and other metaphysical writings from the period 1641-49.
Rene Descartes' Meditations on First Philosophy in Focus - Stanley Tweyman 2013-04-15
This volume presents the excellent and popular translation by Haldane and Ross of Descartes' Meditations
on First Philosophy, an introduction by Stanley Tweyman which explores the relevance of Descartes'
Regulae and his method of analysis in the Meditations, and six articles which indicate the diversity of
scholarly opinion on the topic of method in Descartes' philosopy.
The Philosophical Writings of Descartes: - René Descartes 1985-06-20
These two volumes provide a translation of the philosophical works of Descartes, based on the best
available Latin and French texts. They are intended to replace the only reasonably comprehensive selection
of his works in English, by Haldane and Ross, first published in 1911. All the works included in that edition
are translated here, together with a number of additional texts crucial for an understanding of Cartesian
philosophy, including important material from Descartes' scientific writings. The result should meet the
widespread demand for an accurate and authoritative edition of Descartes' philosophical writings in clear
and readable modern English.
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Descartes and the First Cartesians - Roger Ariew 2014
Roger Ariew presents a new account of Descartes as a philosopher who sought to engage his
contemporaries and society. He argues that the Principles of Philosophy was written to rival Scholastic
textbooks, and considers Descartes' enterprise in contrast to the tradition it was designed to replace and in
relation to the works of the first Cartesians.
René Descartes: Meditations on First Philosophy - John Cottingham 2015-10-15
Descartes's Meditations on First Philosophy, published in Latin in 1641, is one of the most widely studied
philosophical texts of all time, and inaugurates many of the key themes that have remained central to
philosophy ever since. In his original Latin text Descartes expresses himself with great lucidity and
elegance, and there is enormous interest, even for those who are not fluent in Latin, in seeing how the
famous concepts and arguments of his great masterpiece unfold in the original language. John
Cottingham's acclaimed English translation of the work is presented here in a facing-page edition alongside
the original Latin text. Students of classical philosophy have long had the benefit of dual-language editions,
and the availability of such a resource for the canonical works of the early-modern period is long overdue.
This volume now makes available, in an invaluable dual-language format, one of the most seminal texts of
Western philosophy.
A Guided Tour of René Descartes' Meditations on First Philosophy - Christopher Biffle 1996
Providing a complete translation of Descartes's Meditations on First Philosophy, this text has annotation
tasks in the margins which invite students to underline key sentences, paraphrase main ideas, or supply
original illustrative examples. Many of the exercises have been rewritten or revised for this edition. An
expanded introduction gives a broad overview of the Renaissance, providing an historical and cultural
context for Descartes's thinking, and critical-thinking exercises throughout the book aim to help students to
review and check their comprehension of central concepts of the Meditations. Brief selections from Anselm,
Aquinas and Augustine highlight their arguments for the existence of God, and a section is dedicated to
helping students to focus on writing assignments related to the Meditations.
Western Philosophy - John G. Cottingham 2007-11-28
Western Philosophy: An Anthology provides the most comprehensive and authoritative survey of the
Western philosophical tradition from ancient Greece to the leading philosophers of today. Features
substantial and carefully chosen excerpts from all the greats of philosophy, arranged thematically and
chronologically Readings are introduced and linked together by a lucid philosophical commentary which
guides the reader through the key arguments Embraces all the major subfields of philosophy: theory of
knowledge and metaphysics, philosophy of mind, religion and science, moral philosophy (theoretical and
applied), political theory, and aesthetics Updated edition now includes additional contemporary readings in
each section Augmented by two completely new sections on logic and language, and philosophy and the
meaning of life
The Philosopher - Justin E. H. Smith 2016-05-03
What would the global history of philosophy look like if it were told not as a story of ideas but as a series of
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job descriptions—ones that might have been used to fill the position of philosopher at different times and
places over the past 2,500 years? The Philosopher does just that, providing a new way of looking at the
history of philosophy by bringing to life six kinds of figures who have occupied the role of philosopher in a
wide range of societies around the world over the millennia—the Natural Philosopher, the Sage, the Gadfly,
the Ascetic, the Mandarin, and the Courtier. The result is at once an unconventional introduction to the
global history of philosophy and an original exploration of what philosophy has been—and perhaps could be
again. By uncovering forgotten or neglected philosophical job descriptions, the book reveals that philosophy
is a universal activity, much broader—and more gender inclusive—than we normally think today. In doing
so, The Philosopher challenges us to reconsider our idea of what philosophers can do and what counts as
philosophy.
The Cambridge Descartes Lexicon - Lawrence Nolan 2015-01-01
The Cambridge Descartes Lexicon is the definitive reference source on René Descartes, 'the father of
modern philosophy' and arguably among the most important philosophers of all time. Examining the full
range of Descartes' achievements and legacy, it includes 256 in-depth entries that explain key concepts
relating to his thought. Cumulatively they uncover interpretative disputes, trace his influences, and explain
how his work was received by critics and developed by followers. There are entries on topics such as
certainty, cogito ergo sum, doubt, dualism, free will, God, geometry, happiness, human being, knowledge,
Meditations on First Philosophy, mind, passion, physics, and virtue, which are written by the largest and
most distinguished team of Cartesian scholars ever assembled for a collaborative research project - 92
contributors from ten countries.
Descartes: Selected Philosophical Writings - René Descartes 1988-02-26
Based on the new and much acclaimed two-volume Cambridge edition of The Philosophical Writings of
Descartes by Cottingham, Stoothoff and Murdoch, this anthology of essential texts contains the most
important and widely studied of those writings, including the Discourse and Meditations and substantial
extracts from the Regulae, Optics, Principles, Objectives and Replies, Comments on a Broadsheet, and
Passions of the Soul. In clear, readable, modern English, with a full text and running references to the
standard Franco-Latin edition of Descartes, this book is planned as the definitive one-volume reader for all
English-speaking students of Descartes.
The Essential Descartes - René Descartes 1969-06-01
Discourse on Method and Meditations - René Descartes 2012-03-06
DIVTwo works by the founder of rational method in philosophical thought: Discourse on Method, which
formulates a scientific approach to philosophy; and Meditations, which employs the principles in an
exploration of the mind/body distinction. /div
Descartes: Meditations on First Philosophy - René Descartes 2017-02-16
This is an updated edition of John Cottingham's acclaimed translation of Descartes's philosophical
masterpiece, including an abridgement of Descartes's Objections and Replies.
Descartes' Bones - Russell Shorto 2009-08-25
Sixteen years after René Descartes' death in Stockholm in 1650, a pious French ambassador exhumed the
remains of the controversial philosopher to transport them back to Paris. Thus began a 350-year saga that
saw Descartes' bones traverse a continent, passing between kings, philosophers, poets, and painters. But as
Russell Shorto shows in this deeply engaging book, Descartes' bones also played a role in some of the most
momentous episodes in history, which are also part of the philosopher's metaphorical remains: the birth of
science, the rise of democracy, and the earliest debates between reason and faith. Descartes' Bones is a
flesh-and-blood story about the battle between religion and rationalism that rages to this day. A New York
Times Notable Book
Meditations on First Philosophy - René Descartes 2008-05-08
In Descartes's Meditations, the thinker rejects all his former beliefs in the quest for new certainties. He
develops new conceptions of body and mind to create a new science of nature. This new translation
includes a wide-ranging, accessible introduction, notes and full selections from the Objections and Replies.
Discourse on Method ; and - René Descartes 1998
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Contains English translations of Descartes' 1637 treatise Discourse on the Method for Conducting One's
Reason Well and for Searching for Truth in the Sciences and a subsequent development of the ideas
contained in it, Meditations on First Philosophy, first published in 1641. Includes a selected bibliography.
Annotation copyrighted by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR.
The Philosophical Writings of Descartes: Volume 1 - René Descartes 1985
A completely new translation of the works of Descartes is intended to replace the Haldane and Ross edition,
first published in 1911. All material from that edition is translated here, with a number of other texts
crucial for understanding Cartesian philosophy.
An Enquiry Concerning Human Understanding ; [with] A Letter from a Gentleman to His Friend in
Edinburgh ; [and] An Abstract of a Treatise of Human Nature - David Hume 1993-01-01
A landmark of enlightenment though, HUme's An Enquiry Concerning Human understanding is
accompanied here by two shorter works that shed light on it: A Letter from a Gentlemen to His Friend in
Edinburgh, hume's response to those accusing him of atheism, of advocating extreme scepticism, and of
undermining the foundations of morality; and his Abstract of A Treatise of HUman Nature, which
anticipates discussions developed in the Enquiry. In his concise Introduction, Eric Steinberg explores the
conditions that led to write the Enquiry and the work's important relationship to Book 1 of Hume's A
Treatise of Human Nature.
Routledge Philosophy Guidebook to Descartes and The Meditations - Gary Carl Hatfield 2003
Rene Descartes is generally accepted as the "father of modern philosophy", and his Meditations is perhaps
the most famous philosophical text ever written. In this Routledge Philosophy GuideBook, Gary Hatfield
guides the reader through the text of the Meditations, providing commentary and analysis throughout. He
assesses Descartes' importance in the history of philosophy and his continuing relevance to contemporary
thought. Descartes and the Meditations will be essential reading for all students of philosophy, and for
anyone coming to Descartes for the first time.
A Reading Guide to Descartes' Meditations on First Philosophy - Maria Emanuela Scribano 2016
The Brain That Changes Itself - Norman Doidge 2007-03-15
“Fascinating. Doidge’s book is a remarkable and hopeful portrait of the endless adaptability of the human
brain.”—Oliver Sacks, MD, author of The Man Who Mistook His Wife for a Hat What is neuroplasticity? Is it
possible to change your brain? Norman Doidge’s inspiring guide to the new brain science explains all of this
and more An astonishing new science called neuroplasticity is overthrowing the centuries-old notion that
the human brain is immutable, and proving that it is, in fact, possible to change your brain. Psychoanalyst,
Norman Doidge, M.D., traveled the country to meet both the brilliant scientists championing
neuroplasticity, its healing powers, and the people whose lives they’ve transformed—people whose mental
limitations, brain damage or brain trauma were seen as unalterable. We see a woman born with half a brain
that rewired itself to work as a whole, blind people who learn to see, learning disorders cured, IQs raised,
aging brains rejuvenated, stroke patients learning to speak, children with cerebral palsy learning to move
with more grace, depression and anxiety disorders successfully treated, and lifelong character traits
changed. Using these marvelous stories to probe mysteries of the body, emotion, love, sex, culture, and
education, Dr. Doidge has written an immensely moving, inspiring book that will permanently alter the way
we look at our brains, human nature, and human potential.
Argument and Persuasion in Descartes' Meditations - David Cunning 2010-07-23
Descartes' Meditations on First Philosophy has proven to be not only one of the canonical texts of Western
philosophy, but also the site of a great deal of interpretive activity in scholarship on the history of early
modern philosophy over the last two decades. David Cunning's monograph proposes a new interpretation,
which is that from beginning to end the reasoning of the Meditations is the first-person reasoning of a
thinker who starts from a confused non-Cartesian paradigm and moves slowly and awkwardly toward a
grasp of just a few of the central theses of Descartes' system. The meditator of the Meditations is not a fullblown Cartesian at the start or middle or even the end of inquiry, and accordingly the Meditations is riddled
with confusions throughout. Cunning argues that Descartes is trying to capture the kind of reasoning that a
non-Cartesian would have to engage in to make the relevant epistemic progress, and that the Meditations
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rhetorically models that reasoning. He proposes that Descartes is reflecting on what happens in
philosophical inquiry: we are unclear about something, we roam about using our existing concepts and
intuitions, we abandon or revise some of these, and then eventually we come to see a result as clear that we
did not see as clear before. Thus Cunning's fundamental insight is that Descartes is a teacher, and the
reader a student. With that reading in mind, a significant number of the interpretive problems that arise in
the Descartes literature dissolve when we make a distinction between the Cartesian and non-Cartesian
elements of the Meditations, and a better understanding of surrounding texts is achieved as well. This
important volume will be of great interest to scholars of early modern philosophy.
Descartes's Method of Doubt - Janet Broughton 2009-01-10
Descartes thought that we could achieve absolute certainty by starting with radical doubt. He adopts this
strategy in the Meditations on First Philosophy, where he raises sweeping doubts with the famous dream
argument and the hypothesis of an evil demon. But why did Descartes think we should take these
exaggerated doubts seriously? And if we do take them seriously, how did he think any of our beliefs could
ever escape them? Janet Broughton undertakes a close study of Descartes's first three meditations to
answer these questions and to present a fresh way of understanding precisely what Descartes was up to.
Broughton first contrasts Descartes's doubts with those of the ancient skeptics, arguing that Cartesian
doubt has a novel structure and a distinctive relation to the commonsense outlook of everyday life. She then
argues that Descartes pursues absolute certainty by uncovering the conditions that make his radical doubt
possible. She gives a unified account of how Descartes uses this strategy, first to find certainty about his
own existence and then to argue that God exists. Drawing on this analysis, Broughton provides a new way
to understand Descartes's insistence that he hasn't argued in a circle, and she measures his ambitions
against those of contemporary philosophers who use transcendental arguments in their efforts to defeat
skepticism. The book is a powerful contribution both to the history of philosophy and to current debates in
epistemology.
Meditationes de prima philosophia - René Descartes 2013-04-11
A dual-language edition presenting Descartes's original Latin text of his greatest work, with a facing-page
authoritative English translation.
The Method, Meditations and Philosophy - René Descartes 1901
The Principles of Philosophy - Rene Descartes 2019-01-08
Principles of Philosophy is a book by Rene Descartes. It is basically a synthesis of the Discourse on Method
and Meditations on First Philosophy. It set forth the principles of nature—the Laws of Physics--as Descartes
viewed them. Most notably, it set forth the principle that in the absence of external forces, an object's
motion will be uniform and in a straight line. Newton borrowed this principle from Descartes and included
it in his own Principia; to this day, it is still generally referred to as Newton's First Law of Motion. The book
was primarily intended to replace the Aristotelian curriculum then used in French and British Universities.
Descartes's use of the word "philosophy" in the title refers to "natural philosophy", which is what science
was called at that time.
Descartes and Augustine - Stephen Menn 2002-01-28
This book is a systematic study of Descartes' relation to Augustine. It offers a complete reevaluation of
Descartes' thought and as such will be of major importance to all historians of medieval, neo-Platonic, or
early modern philosophy. Stephen Menn demonstrates that Descartes uses Augustine's central ideas as a
point of departure for a critique of medieval Aristotelian physics, which he replaces with a new, mechanistic
anti-Aristotelian physics. Special features of the book include a reading of the Meditations, a
comprehensive historical and philosophical introduction to Augustine's thought, a detailed account of
Plotinus, and a contextualization of Descartes' mature philosophical project which explores both the
framework within which it evolved and the early writings, to show how the collapse of the early project
drove Descartes to the writings of Augustine.
Discourse on the Method - René Descartes 1996-01-01
Descartes' ideas not only changed the course of Western philosophy but also led to or transformed the
fields of metaphysics, epistemology, physics and mathematics, political theory and ethics, psychoanalysis,
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and literature and the arts. This book reprints Descartes' major works, Discourse on Method and
Meditations, and presents essays by leading scholars that explore his contributions in each of those fields
and place his ideas in the context of his time and our own. There are chapters by David Weissman on
metaphysics and psychoanalysis, John Post on epistemology, Lou Massa on physics and mathematics,
William T. Bluhm on politics and ethics, and Thomas Pavel on literature and art. These essays are
accompanied by others by David Weissman and by Stephen Toulmin that introduce the idea of intellectual
lineages, discuss the period in which Descartes wrote, and reexamine the premises of his philosophy in
light of contemporary philosophical, political, and social thinking.
Descartes: Philosophical Essays and Correspondence - René Descartes 2000-03-15
A superb text for teaching the philosophy of Descartes, this volume includes all his major works in their
entirety, important selections from his lesser known writings, and key selections from his philosophical
correspondence. The result is an anthology that enables the reader to understand the development of
Descartes’s thought over his lifetime. Includes a biographical Introduction, chronology, bibliography, and
index.
A Discourse on Method - René Descartes 1916
Meditations I and II - Descartes
Meditations I and II are part and parcel to Ren� Descartes' larger work, "Meditations on First Philosophy."
The First Meditation, subtitled "What can be called into doubt", opens with the Meditator reflecting on the
number of falsehoods he has believed during his life and on the subsequent faultiness of the body of
knowledge he has built up from these falsehoods. He has resolved to sweep away all he thinks he knows
and to start again from the foundations, building up his knowledge once more on more certain grounds. He
has seated himself alone, by the fire, free of all worries so that he can demolish his former opinions with
care.The Meditator reasons that he need only find some reason to doubt his present opinions in order to
prompt him to seek sturdier foundations for knowledge. Rather than doubt every one of his opinions
individually, he reasons that he might cast them all into doubt if he can doubt the foundations and basic
principles on which the opinions are founded.Everything that the Meditator has accepted as most true he
has come to learn from or through his senses. He acknowledges that sometimes the senses can deceive, but
only with respect to objects that are very small or far away, and that our sensory knowledge on the whole is
quite sturdy. The Meditator acknowledges that insane people might be more deceived, but that he is clearly
not one of them and needn't worry himself about that.However, the Meditator realizes that he is often
convinced when he is dreaming that he is sensing real objects. He feels certain that he is awake and sitting
by the fire, but reflects that often he has dreamed this very sort of thing and been wholly convinced by it.
Though his present sensations may be dream images, he suggests that even dream images are drawn from
waking experience, much like paintings in that respect. Even when a painter creates an imaginary creature,
like a mermaid, the composite parts are drawn from real things--women and fish, in the case of a mermaid.
And even when a painter creates something entirely new, at least the colors in the painting are drawn from
real experience. Thus, the Meditator concludes, though he can doubt composite things, he cannot doubt the
simple and universal parts from which they are constructed like shape, quantity, size, time, etc. While we
can doubt studies based on composite things, like medicine, astronomy, or physics, he concludes that we
cannot doubt studies based on simple things, like arithmetic and geometry.
The Rationalists - Rene Descartes 2011-04-13
Founded in the mid-17th century, Rationalism was philosophy's first step into the modern era. This volume
contains the essential statements of Rationalism's three greatest figures: Descartes, who began it; Spinoza,
who epitomized it; and Leibniz, who gave it its last serious expression.
Passions of the Soul - René Descartes 1989-12-15
TABLE OF CONTENTS: Translator's Introduction Introduction by Genevieve Rodis-Lewis The Passions of
the Soul: Preface PART I: About the Passions in General, and Incidentally about the Entire Nature of Man
PART II: About the Number and Order of the Passions, and the Explanation of the Six Primitives PART III:
About the Particular Passions Lexicon: Index to Lexicon Bibliography Index Index Locorum
Meditations on First Philosophy : with Selections from the Objections and Replies - René Descartes
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2008-05-08
'It is some years now since I realized how many false opinions I had accepted as true from childhood
onwards...I saw that at some stage in my life the whole structure would have to be utterly demolished' In
Descartes's Meditations, one of the key texts of Western philosophy, the thinker rejects all his former
beliefs in the quest for new certainties. Discovering his own existence as a thinking entity in the very
exercise of doubt, he goes on to prove the existence of God, who guarantees his clear and distinct ideas as a
means of access to the truth. He develops new conceptions of body and mind, capable of serving as
foundations for the new science of nature. Subsequent philosophy has grappled with Descartes's legacy,
questioning many of its conclusions and even his basic approach, but his arguments set the agenda for
many of the greatest philosophical thinkers, and their fascination endures. This new translation includes
the Third and Fourth Objections and Replies in full, and a selection from the rest of these exchanges with
Descartes's contemporaries that helped to expound his philosophy.
The Cambridge Companion to Descartes - John Cottingham 1992-09-25
Descartes occupies a position of pivotal importance as one of the founding fathers of modern philosophy; he
is, perhaps the most widely studied of all philosophers. In this authoritative collection an international team
of leading scholars in Cartesian studies present the full range of Descartes' extraordinary philosophical
achievement. His life and the development of his thought, as well as the intellectual background to and
reception of his work, are treated at length. At the core of the volume are a group of chapters on his
metaphysics: the celebrated 'Cogito' argument, the proofs of God's existence, the 'Cartesian circle' and the
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dualistic theory of the mind and its relation to his theological and scientific views. Other chapters cover the
philosophical implications of his work in algebra, his place in the seventeenth-century scientific revolution,
the structure of his physics, and his work on physiology and psychology.
The Great Conversation - Norman Melchert 2001-07-01
Meditations on First Philosophy - Rene Descartes 2008-02
Here is a brilliant new translation of Descartes's Meditations, one of the most influential books in the
history of Western philosophy, including the full texts of the Third and Fourth Objections and Replies, and a
selection from the other exchanges. Discovering his own existence as a thinking entity in the very exercise
of doubt--in the famous formulation cogito, ergo sum--Descartes goes on to develop new conceptions of
body and mind, capable of serving as foundations for a new science of nature. Subsequent philosophy has
grappled with Descartes's ideas, but his arguments set the agenda for many of the greatest philosophical
thinkers, and their fascination endures. This new translation pays particular attention to Descartes's
terminology and style, with its elaborate but beautifully lucid syntax, careful balancing, and rhetorical
signposting. The wide-ranging introduction places the work in the intellectual context of the time and
discusses the nature of the work, its structure, key issues, and its influence on later thinkers. The book also
includes notes, an up-to-date bibliography, a chronology, and an index.
Descartes' Meditations, Bro - Tommy Maranges 2015-10-01
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