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just to talk and study about it. It gives the background, insights, and specific procedures needed by all
beginning writers. Here one can learn how to group words into copy that moves, movement into scenes,
and scenes into stories; how to develop characters, how to revise and polish, and finally, how to sell the
product. No one can teach talent, but the practical skills of the professional writer's craft can certainly be
taught. The correct and imaginative use of these kills can shorten any beginner's apprenticeship by years.
This is the book for writers who want to turn rejection slips into cashable checks.
Just Write - James Scott Bell 2016-05-26
Enthrall your readers, love the process, & become the writer you are meant to be! Writers are given a
wealthy of opportunities to cultivate a successful writing life, break out, and find an audience for their
work. Yet so many writers, from beginners to veterans, find their careers stuck in neutral. The solution is
simple: Just write. Write yourself past fears, doubts, and setbacks, and use your desire for writing
excellence to deeply immerse yourself in the craft. In Just Write, best-selling author and veteran writing
coach James Scott Bell shows you how to develop unforgettable stories while leading a rewarding writing
life. You'll learn how to master the nuances of fiction, discover what readers really want, and persevere
through the challenges of getting started, conquering writer's block, and dealing with rejection. Look inside
to discover how to: • Brainstorm new concepts for your fiction and develop a believable premise. • Create
memorable characters that keep your readers coming back for more. • Study classic & contemporary
novels to improve your writing. • Effectively market yourself as a writer. • Manage your time to maintain
peak efficiency. Fulfilling writing careers are developed through hard work, an investment in practice, and
complete dedication to the process. Don't succumb to excuses or procrastination. Dive into your career with
gusto and enthusiasm. Fall in love with writing every day. Just write.
Dialogue - Lewis Turco 1999-07-15
Learn how to utilize dialogue to dramatize conflict, the most effective balance between dialogue and other
story elements, and the difference between effective dialogue and real speech.
Write Great Fiction - Description & Setting - Ron Rozelle 2005-03-15
Build a Believable World How essential is setting to a story? How much description is too much? In what
ways do details and setting tie into plot and character development? How can you use setting and
description to add depth to your story? You can find all the answers you need in Write Great Fiction:
Description & Setting by author and instructor Ron Rozelle. This nuts-and-bolts guide - complete with
practical exercises at the end of each chapter - gives you all the tips and techniques you need to: •
Establish a realistic sense of time and place • Use description and setting to drive your story • Craft
effective description and setting for different genres • Skillfully master showing vs. telling With dozens of
excerpts from some of today's most popular writers, Write Great Fiction: Description & Setting gives you all
the information you need to create a sharp and believable world of people, places, events, and actions.
Elements of Fiction Writing - Conflict, Action & Suspense - William Noble 1999-03-15
What makes a book a page-turner? How do you grab your readers right from the start and hold them
through the last sentence? How do you make your plot twist and turn and keep the action moving without
losing continuity? You do it by generating drama and developing it using conflict, action and suspense. You
make your reader burn to know what's going to happen next. You create tension...and build it...to the
breaking point. William Noble shows you how to intensify that pressure throughout your story. You'll learn

Write Great Fiction - Dialogue - Gloria Kempton 2004-10-26
Craft Compelling Dialogue When should your character talk, what should (or shouldn't) he say, and when
should he say it? How do you know when dialogue--or the lack thereof--is dragging down your scene? How
do you fix a character who speaks without the laconic wit of the Terminator? Write Great Fiction: Dialogue
by successful author and instructor Gloria Kempton has the answers to all of these questions and more! It's
packed with innovative exercises and instruction designed to teach you how to: • Create dialogue that
drives the story • Weave dialogue with narrative and action • Write dialogue that fits specific genres •
Avoid the common pitfalls of writing dialogue • Make dialogue unique for each character Along with dozens
of dialogue excerpts from today's most popular writers, Write Great Fiction: Dialogue gives you the edge
you need to make your story stand out from the rest.
Elements of Fiction - Walter Mosley 2019-09-03
In his essential writing guide, This Year You Write Your Novel, Walter Mosley supplied aspiring writers with
the basic tools to write a novel in one year. In this com-plementary follow up, Mosley guides the writer
through the elements of not just any fiction writing, but the kind of writing that transcends convention and
truly stands out. How does one approach the genius of writers like Melville, Dickens, or Twain? In The
Elements of Fiction Writing, Walter Mosley contemplates the answer. In a series of instructive and
conversational chapters, Mosley demonstrates how to master fiction's most essential elements: character
and char-acter development, plot and story, voice and narrative, context and description, and more. The
result is a vivid depiction of the writing process, from the blank page to the first draft to rewriting, and
rewriting again. Throughout, The Elements of Fiction Writing is enriched by brilliant demonstrative
examples that Mosley himself has written here for the first time. Inspiring, accessible, and told in a voice
both trustworthy and wise, The Elements of Fiction writing will intrigue and encourage writers and readers
alike.
Manuscript Submission - Scott Edelstein 1989
Tells how to assemble a proposal package for successful fiction publishing.
Characters and Viewpoint - Orson Scott Card 1990
The Plot Whisperer - Martha Alderson 2011-09-15
Discover how to create stories that build suspense, reveal character, and engage your audience with this
ultimate guide to writing. When it comes to writing bestsellers, it’s all about the plot. Trouble is, plot is
where most writers fall down—but you don’t have to be one of them. With this book, you’ll learn how to
create stories that build suspense, reveal character, and engage readers—one scene at a time. Celebrated
writing teacher and author Martha Alderson has devised a plotting system that’s as innovative as it is easy
to implement. With her foolproof blueprint, you’ll learn to devise a successful storyline for any genre. She
shows how to: -Use the power of the Universal Story -Create plot lines and subplots that work together Effectively use a scene tracker for maximum impact -Insert energetic markers at the right points in your
story -Show character transformation at the book’s climax This is the ultimate guide for you to write pageturners that sell!
Techniques of the Selling Writer - Dwight V. Swain 2012-09-06
Techniques of the Selling Writer provides solid instruction for people who want to write and sell fiction, not
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exactly what constitutes conflict, action and suspense, how they relate to other important ingredients in
your story, and - perhaps most important - how to manipulate them. Through thorough, step-by-step
instruction, you'll learn how to... set the stage with techniques and devices that enhance drama introduce
suspense from the very beginning of your story build suspense through cliff-hangers, dialogue, mood,
character development, point of view, subtlety and indirection, and time and place bring all that conflict,
action and suspense to a gripping conclusion There are all sorts of ways to create tension in your prose from using adjectives and nouns that drip with imagery to making quick scene cuts and transitions to
accelerating the pace. Learn them here. Then use them, and your story will plunge your readers into a river
of worry...and the current will carry them to The End.
Theme and Strategy - Ronald B. Tobias 1995

turners. So as you dive into the inner conflicts of a character's deepest psyche, to the mechanics of how you
reveal information to the reader, you'll also discover how to craft a story your readers can't put down!
The Lottery - Shirley Jackson 2008
A seemingly ordinary village participates in a yearly lottery to determine a sacrificial victim.
Elements of Fiction Writing - Characters & Viewpoint - Orson Scott Card 1999-03-15
Vivid and memorable characters aren't born: they have to be made. &break;&break;This book is a set of
tools: literary crowbars, chisels, mallets, pliers and tongs. Use them to pry, chip, yank and sift good
characters out of the place where they live in your memory, your imagination and your soul.
&break;&break;Award-winning author Orson Scott Card explains in depth the techniques of inventing,
developing and presenting characters, plus handling viewpoint in novels and short stories. With specific
examples, he spells out your narrative options–the choices you'll make in creating fictional people so "real"
that readers will feel they know them like members of their own families. &break;&break;You'll learn how
to: &break; draw the characters from a variety of sources, including a story's basic idea, real life–even a
character's social circumstances&break; make characters show who they are by the things they do and say,
and by their individual "style"&break; develop characters readers will love–or love to hate&break;
distinguish among major characters, minor characters and walk-ons, and develop each one
appropriately&break; choose the most effective viewpoint to reveal the characters and move the
storytelling&break; decide how deeply you should explore your characters' thoughts, emotions and
attitudes
The Art of War for Writers - James Scott Bell 2009-12-09
Strategies and Tactics for the Master Novelist Successfully starting and finishing a publishable novel is
often like fighting a series of battles. You not only have to work hard to shape memorable characters,
develop gripping plots, and craft dazzling dialogue, but you also have to fight against self-doubts and fears.
And then there's the challenge of learning to navigate the ever-changing publishing industry. That's why
best-selling novelist James Scott Bell, author of the Write Great Fiction staples Plot & Structure and
Revision & Self-Editing, came up with the ultimate novel-writing battle plan: The Art of War for Writers.
You'll find tactics and strategies for idea generation and development, character building, plotting, drafting,
querying and submitting, dealing with rejection, coping with unrealistic expectations, and much more. With
timeless, innovative, and concise writing reflections and techniques, The Art of War for Writers is your
roadmap to victory.
Outlining Your Novel - K. M. Weiland 2011-07
This bestselling guide will help you choose the right type of outline to unleash your creativity as a writer,
guide you in brainstorming plot ideas, and aid you in discovering your characters.
Mastering Suspense, Structure, and Plot - Jane K. Cleland 2016-04-28
Enthrall Your Readers! Suspense is one of the most powerful tools a writer has for captivating readers--but
it isn't just for thrillers. From mainstream fiction to memoir, suspense creates the emotional tension that
keeps readers on the edge of their seats. Mastering Suspense, Structure, & Plot is your hands-on guide to
weaving suspense into your narrative. Award-winning author Jane K. Cleland teaches you how to navigate
genre conventions, write for your audience, and build gripping tension to craft an irresistible page-turner.
Inside, Cleland will show you how to: • Implement thirteen no-fail techniques to construct an effective plot
and structure for your story • Use Cleland's Plotting Road Map to add elements of suspense like twists,
reversals, and moments of danger • Write subplots with purpose • Improve your descriptions, character
development, sentence structure, and more Packed with case studies, exercises, and dozens of examples
from best-selling authors, Mastering Suspense, Structure, & Plot is the key to writing suspenseful,
engaging stories that leave your readers wanting more. ------ "Indispensable! For newbie authors and
veterans alike, this terrific how-to is your new go-to. Don't write your book without it--it's a treasure." -Hank Phillippi Ryan, Agatha, Anthony, Macavity and Mary Higgins Clark award-winning author
Take Off Your Pants! - Libbie Hawker 2015-03-10
When it comes to writing books, are you a “plotter” or a “pantser?” Is one method really better than the
other? In this instructional ebook, author Libbie Hawker explains the benefits and technique of planning a
story before you begin to write. She’ll show you how to develop a foolproof character arc and plot, how to

Setting - Jack M. Bickham 1999
Even if you have great characters, outstanding dialogue and a gripping plot, your story isn't complete
without the appropriate setting. Setting is the unifying element in most fiction, working in concert with
plot, characterization and point of view. Here you'll explore how to use setting as the basis for creating
dramatic, engaging stories. Focusing on detail, language and observation, Jack Bickham's invaluable
instruction will not only improve your ability to create a strong setting, but also enhance your writing skills
as a whole. You'll learn:- the function of setting within the fiction writing process- how setting works with
plot, characterization and point of view- the effect of setting on unity- ways to generate story ideas through
setting- techniques for creating setting- how to use setting as a thematic device- methods for using setting
to stimulate your reader's senses- how to incorporate factual information for texture and authenticityexercises for improving your powers of observation- tips for recording ideas, events and descriptions using
notebook entriesOver the course of his esteemed career, Jack Bickham published more than 80 novels and
instructional books, including Writing Novels That Sell and the 38 Most Common Fiction Writing Mistakes
(and How to Avoid Them). A former creative writing professor, he instructed thousands of writers through
his classes, seminars and Writer's Digest magazine articles.
Writing With Emotion, Tension, and Conflict - Cheryl St.John 2013-11-28
Craft an Emotionally Charged Story That Will Resonate with Readers Emotional impact shouldn't be
dropped into your novel as an afterthought or forced upon your story with a pair of pliers and an iron grip.
It should be carefully sewn into the fabric of the story to create tension-filled moments that will keep
readers turning pages. In Writing with Emotion, Tension, & Conflict, you'll learn how to layer emotional
moments and deep connections to create a tapestry filled with conflict, pathos, and genuine feeling. •
Create emotional depth, conflict, and tension in your novel by carefully crafting your plot, characters,
setting, word choice, and more. • Learn what makes readers "tick"--and what will elicit the strongest
emotional responses. • Write believable, emotional scenes and dialogue--and trim away the sappiness.
When writing a novel, your ultimate goal is to make readers smile, weep, rage, and laugh right along with
your characters. Writing with Emotion, Tension, & Conflict will show you how to evoke a multitude of
feelings in your readers--and keep them coming back for more.
How To Write a Page Turner - Jordan Rosenfeld 2019-03-19
Infuse Your Fiction with the Powerful Tug of Tension! Tension is the heart of conflict, the backbone of
uncertainty, the hallmark of danger. It keeps readers guessing and characters on their toes. When you've
got tension in place, stories leave readers breathless and wanting more. When it's missing, scenes feel
inconsequential, plots drag, and characters meander. Learning the craft of writing can sometimes feel like
a paint by numbers approach--connect compelling character A to plot event B. To avoid writing that's
formulaic, predictable, and slow, How to Write a Page Turner will help you sew the threads of tension tight
for an unforgettable story. You'll learn how to: • Recognize the essential tension elements of danger,
conflict, uncertainty, and withholding, and add them to your fiction • Create levels of tension in your
characters through flaws, dialogue, power struggles, and more • Build tension at energetic markers
throughout the plot • Use intimate imagery, strong sentences, and well-chosen words to build tension in
exposition While this book walks you through the key areas that need tension building, from character to
plot, it also delves deeper, analyzing exceptional examples from contemporary fiction's most gripping pageelements-of-fiction-writing-conflict-and-suspense-james-scott-bell
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pace any book for a can’t-put-down reading experience, and how to ensure that your stories are complete
and satisfying without wasting time or words. Hawker’s outlining technique works no matter what genre
you write, and no matter the age of your audience. If you want to improve your writing speed, increase your
backlist, and ensure a quality book before you even write the first word, this is the how-to book for you.
Take off your pants! It’s time to start outlining.
Elements of Fiction Writing - Conflict and Suspense - James Scott Bell 2011-12-15
Ramp up the tension and keep your readers hooked! Inside you'll find everything you need to know to spice
up your story, move your plot forward, and keep your readers turning pages. Expert thriller author and
writing instructor James Scott Bell shows you how to craft scenes, create characters, and develop storylines
that harness conflict and suspense to carry your story from the first word to the last. Learn from examples
of successful novels and movies as you transform your work from ho-hum to high-tension. • Pack the
beginning, middle, and end of your book with the right amount of conflict. • Tap into the suspenseful power
of each character's inner conflict. • Build conflict into your story's point of view. • Balance subplots,
flashbacks, and backstory to keep your story moving forward. • Maximize the tension in your characters'
dialogue. • Amp up the suspense when you revise. Conflict & Suspense offers proven techniques that help
you craft fiction your readers won't be able to put down.
Conflict, Action, and Suspense - William Noble 1994
Fiction writing guide to creating dramatic tension and suspense. Annotation copyright by Book News, Inc.,
Portland, OR
Beginnings, Middles and Ends - Nancy Kress 1993-03-15
Reveals methods for creating a compelling story from beginning to end, discussing solutions for potential
problems at each stage of the creative process
Write Great Fiction - Plot & Structure - James Scott Bell 2004-09-22
Craft an Engaging Plot How does plot influence story structure? What's the difference between plotting for
commercial and literary fiction? How do you revise a plot or structure that's gone off course? With Write
Great Fiction: Plot & Structure, you'll discover the answers to these questions and more. Award-winning
author James Scott Bell offers clear, concise information that will help you create a believable and
memorable plot, including: • Techniques for crafting strong beginnings, middles, and ends • Easy-tounderstand plotting diagrams and charts • Brainstorming techniques for original plot ideas • Thoughtprovoking exercises at the end of each chapter • Story structure models and methods for all genres • Tips
and tools for correcting common plot problems Filled with plot examples from popular novels,
comprehensive checklists, and practical hands-on guidance, Write Great Fiction: Plot & Structure gives you
the skills you need to approach plot and structure like an experienced pro.
Story Trumps Structure - Steven James 2014-05-27
Don't limit your fiction - LIBERATE IT All too often, following the "rules" of writing can constrict rather than
inspire you. With Story Trumps Structure, you can shed those rules - about three-act structure, rising
action, outlining, and more - to craft your most powerful, emotional, and gripping stories. Award-winning
novelist Steven James explains how to trust the narrative process to make your story believable,
compelling, and engaging, and debunks the common myths that hold writers back from creating their best
work. • Ditch your outline and learn to write organically. • Set up promises for readers - and deliver on
them. • Discover how to craft a satisfying climax. • Master the subtleties of characterization. • Add mindblowing twists to your fiction. When you focus on what lies at the heart of story - tension, desire, crisis,
escalation, struggle, discovery - rather than plot templates and formulas, you'll begin to break out of the
box and write fiction that resonates with your readers. Story Trumps Structure will transform the way you
think about stories and the way you write them, forever.
Boundless Creativity - Martha Alderson 2020-05-01
A transformational guide from the author of The Plot Whisperer to lead you—step by step—on a spiritual
journey toward living your best, most creative life. Creativity engages our imagination and opens us up to
thinking differently. It frees us from the constraints of everyday life, allowing us to access a part of
ourselves that is not ruled by time, pressures, or conditions. It’s no wonder many of us long for more of it in
our lives. When creative energy flows through us, it connects us to our deepest selves, as well as the world
elements-of-fiction-writing-conflict-and-suspense-james-scott-bell

around us. If you’ve ever embarked on a creative project, you may have experienced moments of pure joy or
a sense of higher consciousness, when creativity seemed to pour from you. It’s also likely you’ve
encountered moments of feeling stuck or blocked, being full of fear and self-doubt, or just not seeing the
point. The truth is, emotions have a way of powerfully disrupting our creative flow and dismantling our
inspiration. And by examining how emotions affect creativity—how entangled we can become in our own
negative thoughts and beliefs—we can learn to unblock channels of inspiration and reach our true creative
potential. Boundless Creativity is designed to help writers, artists, and anyone feeling creatively blocked
move beyond the self-doubt and criticism, past emotional wounds, and habits and patterns that keep you
from realizing your artistic ambitions. Using a powerful technique called “The Universal Story”—a fourphase program with easy-to-follow steps and exercises—you’ll learn to identify and dissolve the emotional
and energetic blocks that get in the way of your creativity. With these tips and tools, you’ll have the keys to
unlock creative inspiration, intuition, and new ways of seeing yourself and the world—with acceptance,
emotional balance, and a tolerance of imperfection.
Guide to Fiction Writing - Phyllis A. Whitney 1988
Part I covers methods and processes for planning and plotting a novel. Part II covers the techniques the
fiction writer must master.
The Plot - Jean Hanff Korelitz 2021-05-11
** NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER! ** The Tonight Show Summer Reads Winner ** A New York Times
Notable Book of 2021 ** "Insanely readable." —Stephen King Hailed as "breathtakingly suspenseful," Jean
Hanff Korelitz’s The Plot is a propulsive read about a story too good not to steal, and the writer who steals
it. Jacob Finch Bonner was once a promising young novelist with a respectably published first book. Today,
he’s teaching in a third-rate MFA program and struggling to maintain what’s left of his self-respect; he
hasn’t written—let alone published—anything decent in years. When Evan Parker, his most arrogant
student, announces he doesn’t need Jake’s help because the plot of his book in progress is a sure thing,
Jake is prepared to dismiss the boast as typical amateur narcissism. But then . . . he hears the plot. Jake
returns to the downward trajectory of his own career and braces himself for the supernova publication of
Evan Parker’s first novel: but it never comes. When he discovers that his former student has died,
presumably without ever completing his book, Jake does what any self-respecting writer would do with a
story like that—a story that absolutely needs to be told. In a few short years, all of Evan Parker’s
predictions have come true, but Jake is the author enjoying the wave. He is wealthy, famous, praised and
read all over the world. But at the height of his glorious new life, an e-mail arrives, the first salvo in a
terrifying, anonymous campaign: You are a thief, it says. As Jake struggles to understand his antagonist and
hide the truth from his readers and his publishers, he begins to learn more about his late student, and what
he discovers both amazes and terrifies him. Who was Evan Parker, and how did he get the idea for his “sure
thing” of a novel? What is the real story behind the plot, and who stole it from whom?
Plotting and Writing Suspense Fiction - Patricia Highsmith 2016-06-16
Revision and Self Editing for Publication - James Scott Bell 2012-12-31
Take your first draft from so-so to sold! You've finished the first draft of your novel--congratulations! Time
to have a drink, sit back...and start revising. But the revision process doesn't have to be intimidating.
Revision and Self-Editing for Publication, Second Edition gives you the tools and advice you need to
transform your first draft into a finished manuscript that agents and editors will fight for. Inside you'll find:
• Self-editing techniques for plot, structure, character, theme, voice, and more that can be applied as you're
writing to reduce your revision workload. • Methods for fine-tuning your first draft into a tight, welldeveloped piece of literature. • The Ultimate Revision Checklist, which seamlessly guides you through the
revision process, step by step. • New Chapter! Exercises and techniques for "deepening" your work to
engage and excite readers like never before. Whether you're writing a novel currently or have finished the
first draft, Revision and Self-Editing for Publication, Second Edition will give you the guidance you need to
revise your manuscript into a novel ready to be sold.
Lessons from a Lifetime of Writing - David Morrell 2003-09-01
The best-selling novelist provides an insider's glimpse of the art of writing that traces the diverse steps in
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the process of creating a novel or story, from initial idea, through the research process, to the finished
product, and offers helpful advice on how to get published, the business of writing, and more. Original.
10,000 first printing.
How to Write Dazzling Dialogue - James Scott Bell 2014-07-14
There is one sure-fire way of improving your novel "fast." . . You may know the fundamentals of how to
write fiction. You may be more than competent in plot, structure and characters. But if your dialogue is dull
it will drag the whole story down. On the other hand, if your dialogue is crisp and full of tension it
"immediately" grabs the reader. And if that reader is an agent or editor, sharp dialogue will give them
instant assurance that you know what you're doing as a writer. Writing a bestseller or hot screenplay is no
easy task, but dazzling dialogue is an absolute essential if you want to get there. The best part is, the skills
of the dialogue craft are easy to understand and put into practice. #1 bestselling writing coach James Scott
Bell has put together and expanded upon the dialogue lectures from his popular writing seminars. In "How
to Write Dazzling Dialogue" you'll learn: What fictional dialogue is ... and isn't The 11 secrets of crafting
memorable dialogue The 5 essential tasks of dialogue 5 ways to improve your dialogue ear 4 can't-miss
methods to increase conflict and tension in any dialogue exchange The top 10 dialogue issues, and how to
resolve them You'll also see dazzling dialogue in action with examples from hit novels and screenplays.
Don't sabotage your chances of selling your work to readers or publishers because the dialogue is
unexceptional. Dazzle them with what the characters say. "How to Write Dazzling Dialogue" will give you
the tools to do it.
Elements of Fiction Writing - Description - Monica Wood 1995
Description is most powerful when it's visible, aural, tactile. Make your descriptions fresh and they'll move
your story forward, imbue your work with atmosphere, create that tang of feeling that editors cry for and
readers crave. Monica Wood helps you squeeze the greatest flavor from the language. She segments
description like an orange, separating its slices to let you sample each one. You'll learn about: Detail, and
how you can use description to awaken the reader's senses of touch, taste, hearing, smell and sight Plot,
from advancing story using only relevant description—and how to edit out sluggish, reader-stopping writing
Style, and the use of description to create a mood that matches your story's content Point of view, how
selecting omniscient, first person or third person limited narrative influences the descriptive freedom you
have Creating original word depictions of people, animals, places, weather and movement Wood teaches by
example, developing stories with characters in various situations, to show you how you can apply
description techniques. You'll also see samples of work by such noted writers as Mark Helprin, Anne Tyler
and Raymond Carver. And you'll find the dos and don'ts, lists and descriptive alternatives to common verbs
and nouns, and tips for editing your work.
The Old Man and the Sea - Ernest Hemingway 2021-08-31
"The Old Man and the Sea" by Ernest Hemingway. Published by Good Press. Good Press publishes a wide
range of titles that encompasses every genre. From well-known classics & literary fiction and non-fiction to
forgotten−or yet undiscovered gems−of world literature, we issue the books that need to be read. Each
Good Press edition has been meticulously edited and formatted to boost readability for all e-readers and
devices. Our goal is to produce eBooks that are user-friendly and accessible to everyone in a high-quality
digital format.
The Raven - Edgar Allan Poe 1898

reader, moment by moment, toward the story's resolution, you'll see why... • believable fiction must make
more sense than real life • every scene should end in disaster • some scenes should be condensed, and
others built big Whatever your story, this book can help you arrive at a happy ending in the company of
satisfied readers.
Elements of Fiction Writing - Conflict and Suspense - James Scott Bell 2012-01-12
Ramp up the tension and keep your readers hooked! Inside you'll find everything you need to know to spice
up your story, move your plot forward, and keep your readers turning pages. Expert thriller author and
writing instructor James Scott Bell shows you how to craft scenes, create characters, and develop storylines
that harness conflict and suspense to carry your story from the first word to the last. Learn from examples
of successful novels and movies as you transform your work from ho-hum to high-tension. • Pack the
beginning, middle, and end of your book with the right amount of conflict. • Tap into the suspenseful power
of each character's inner conflict. • Build conflict into your story's point of view. • Balance subplots,
flashbacks, and backstory to keep your story moving forward. • Maximize the tension in your characters'
dialogue. • Amp up the suspense when you revise. Conflict & Suspense offers proven techniques that help
you craft fiction your readers won't be able to put down.
Crafting Novels & Short Stories - Writer's Digest Books 2012-01-12
Learn How to Create Stories That Captivate Agents, Editors, and Readers Alike! Inside you'll find the tools
you need to build strong characters, keep your plots moving, master the art of dialogue, choose the right
point of view, and more. This comprehensive book on the art of novel and short story writing is packed with
advice and instruction from best-selling authors and writing experts like Nancy Kress, Elizabeth Sims,
Hallie Ephron, N.M. Kelby, Heather Sellers, and Donald Maass, plus a foreword by James Scott Bell. You'll
learn invaluable skills for mastering every area of the craft: • Define and refine your characters. • Make
your plot and conflict high-energy and intense. • Hone your story's point of view. • Create a rich setting and
backstory. • Craft dialogue that rings true. • Select the right words and descriptions throughout your story.
• Revise your story to perfection. Throughout you'll find supplemental sections that cover special topics like
getting started, beating writer's block, researching your work, and getting published. They'll help you
integrate your skills into a balanced, productive, and fulfilling career. Whether you're writing flash fiction, a
short story, a novel, or an epic trilogy, you'll come away with the tools you need for strong and effective
storytelling.
Plot Versus Character - Jeff Gerke 2010-10-19
What's more important to a story: a gripping plot or compelling characters? Literary-minded novelists
argue in favor of character-based novels while commercial novelists argue in favor of plot-based stories, but
the truth of the matter is this: The best fiction is rich in both. Enter Plot Versus Character. This hands-on
guide to creating a well-rounded novel embraces both of these crucial story components. You'll learn to: •
Create layered characters by considering personality traits, natural attributes, and backgrounds • Develop
your character's emotional journey and tie it to your plot's inciting incident • Construct a three-act story
structure that can complement and sustain your character arc • Expose character backstory in a manner
that accentuates plot points • Seamlessly intertwine plot and character to create a compelling page-turner
filled with characters to whom readers can't help but relate • And much more Filled with helpful examples
and friendly instruction, Plot Versus Character takes the guesswork out of creating great fiction by giving
you the tools you need to inject life into your characters and momentum into your plots.
Where are You Going, where Have You Been? - Joyce Carol Oates 1993
Joyce Carol Oates's prize-winning story "Where Are You Going, Where Have You Been?" takes up troubling
subjects that continue to occupy her in her fiction: the romantic longings and limited options of adolescent
women; the tensions between mothers and daughters; the sexual victimization of women; and the American
obsession with violence. Inspired by a magazine story about a serial killer, its remarkable portrait of the
dreamy teenager Connie has made it a feminist classic. Connie's life anticipates the emergence of American
society from the social innocence of the fifties into the harsher contemporary realities of war, random
violence, and crime. The story was the basis for the movie Smooth Talk, which became the subject of much
feminist debate. This casebook includes an introduction by the editor, a chronology of Oates's life, and
authoritative text of "Where Are You Going, Where Have You Been?" an essay by Oates on Smooth Talk, the

Elements of Fiction Writing - Scene & Structure - Jack Bickham 1999-03-15
Craft your fiction with scene-by-scene flow, logic and readability. An imprisoned man receives an
unexpected caller, after which "everything changed..." And the reader is hooked. But whether or not
readers will stay on for the entire wild ride will depend on how well the writer structures the story, scene
by scene. This book is your game plan for success. Using dozens of examples from his own work - including
Dropshot,Tiebreaker and other popular novels - Jack M. Bickham will guide you in building a sturdy
framework for your novel, whatever its form or length. You'll learn how to: • "worry" your readers into
following your story to the end • prolong your main character's struggle while moving the story ahead •
juggle cause and effect to serve your story action As you work on crafting compelling scenes that move the
elements-of-fiction-writing-conflict-and-suspense-james-scott-bell
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Wegs, and Joan D. Winslow. Elaine Showalter is Avalon Foundation Professor of Humanities at Princeton
University. She is the author and editor of many books on women's writing, including Sister's Choice:
Tradition and Change in American Women's Writing. A volume in the Women Writers: Texts and Contexts
Series.

original Life article about the serial killer, ten critical essays (including two about the film), and a
bibliography. The contributors are Brenda O. Daly, Christina Marsden Gillis, Don Moser, Tom Quirk, B.
Ruby Rich, R.J.R. Rockwood, Larry Rubin, Gretchen Schultz, Marie Mitchell Oleson Urbanski, Joyce M.
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